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The average age for tax-exempl 

organizations in Texas is almost 25 

years. Since 1981, there has been a 

massive increase in the numhcr of 

50 I c(3) organizations cscahlishcd 

(see Figure 2). Pony percenL of 

50lc0) organizalions were estab

lished in tht' last decade (2001-

2010) as shown in Table 3. '!his 

reflects the growth of just over 

12,000 new organizations from 

2001-2010. 

• 

.Figure 1 Assets of Tax Exempt Organizations in Texas 
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l11ere were 28,281 tax-exempt 50 lc(3) organizations that filed a tax return in 20 I 0. Just over a quarter (26.4°/c)) of 

these organizations arc classified as human service organizations, which include a whole range of social service, 

youth development type organizations (sec Figure 4). ll1esc organizations hold about 10% of the total assets in 

the senor. lhere are over 5,000 foundations in the state, and they hold over $30 billion in assets (aboul 18% of 

total assets) .. Almost 20% of the organizations are classified as educational organizations. 

Figure 2 Number of Nonprofits Established in Texas: 1940-2010 
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Figure 3 Number of nonprofits per 10,000 residents 
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OveraH, there are 38.9 nonprofit organizations h)r every 

l 0,000 residents in Texas. This is below the national 

average of 50 nonprofits per 10,000 residents. Texas 

ranks 46th out of 50 states and the District nf Colum

bia. More than 50% of nonprofit oq~anizacions are op

erated in two major metropolitan areas, Dallas/1-'ort 

\\forth anJ Houston. Austin area reports the highe~t 

number of tax-exempt organizations per capita, with 

Pigure 4 Major Types of 50 I (c)3 Nonprofits 

All orhers, 

Ea.~t Region \XI est Kegion Somh Region Central 
Region 

over 55.9 organi7.atioo.s per every l0,000 resi

dents. The South Region repons the lowest 

number of organi:£alions per eapila, wid1 jusL over 

23 organi,.ations per 10,000 resident.~. 

Over 40% of nonprofit organizations reported 

operating a deficit during 2010 (see figure 5). 

Of the organizations that operate at a net surplus, 

about a third have surpluses of 10% or less of 

Lola! revenue, while jusl over 40% have surpluses 

over 25% of total revenue. 

l1igurc 5 Number of Organizations Operating in 

a. Deficit or Surplus 
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BUShSchool 
OF GOVERNMENT & PUBLIC SERVICE ~ 
TEXAS ».MUNIVERSITY======-~ 

Nonprofit Management Program 
Bush School of Government & Public Service 
Texas A&M University 
4220 TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-4220 

bushschoolnonprofit@tamu.edu 

http:// bush.tamu.edu/ certificate/ cnpm/ 

1.866.988.BUSH (2874) or 979.862.7810 

The Program in Nonprofit Management develops leaders for t he nonprofit sect or, contributes to understanding nonprofit 

organizations and their role in society, and supports t he practice of effective manage ment. 
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