
  

JOHN M. SCHUESSLER 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 

BUSH SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC SERVICE 

DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

1048 ALLEN BUILDING 

4220 TAMU 

COLLEGE STATION, TX 77843-4220 

979-458-1067 

JMSCHUES@TAMU.EDU 

 

 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

 

Co-Director, Albritton Center for Grand Strategy, Bush School of Government and Public 

Service, Texas A&M University, 2018-Present 

 

Associate Professor, Department of International Affairs, Bush School of Government and 

Public Service, Texas A&M University, 2016-Present 

 

Associate Professor, Department of Strategy, Air War College, 2014-2016 

 

Assistant Professor, Department of Strategy, Air War College, 2009-2014 

 

Lecturer and Post-Doctoral Fellow, Committee on International Relations (CIR), University of 

Chicago, 2007-2009 

 

Research Fellow, International Security Program, Belfer Center for Science and International 

Affairs, Harvard University, 2006-2007 

 

EDUCATION 

 

Ph.D., University of Chicago, Department of Political Science, 2007 

 

M.A., University of Chicago, Committee on International Relations, 2000 

 

B.A., University of Notre Dame, Government/International Relations, 1999 

 

BOOK 

 

Deceit on the Road to War: Presidents, Politics, and American Democracy (Cornell University 

Press, 2015). 

 

 Reviewed by Choice; H-Diplo/ISSF; H-Net Reviews; International Affairs; Journal of 

Military History; Journal of Strategic Studies; Perspectives on Politics; Strategic Studies 

Quarterly; Survival. 

 

http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/?GCOI=80140100222140
https://issforum.org/roundtables/9-21-deceit
https://networks.h-net.org/node/28443/reviews/133925/greenberg-schuessler-deceit-road-war-presidents-politics-and-american
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1468-2346.12642
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01402390.2017.1289677
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/deceit-on-the-road-to-war-presidents-politics-and-american-democracy-by-john-m-scheussler-ithaca-ny-cornell-university-press-2015-192p-2795/419D25CAA2D5DDBB44177B43A64614E2
http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/1015711.pdf
http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/1015711.pdf
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PEER REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS (JOURNAL ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS) 

 

“The Shadow of Exit from NATO” (with Joshua Shifrinson), Strategic Studies Quarterly, Vol. 

13, No. 3 (Fall 2019), pp. 38-51. 

 

“Why Does Donald Trump Have So Much Trouble with the Truth?” in Robert Jervis, Francis J. 

Gavin, Joshua Rovner, and Diane N. Labrosse, editors, Chaos in the Liberal Order: The Trump 

Presidency and International Politics in the Twenty-First Century (New York, NY: Columbia 

University Press, 2018), pp. 373-379. 

 

“A Realist Foreign Policy for the United States” (with Sebastian Rosato), Perspectives on 

Politics, Vol. 9, No. 4 (December 2011), pp. 803-819. 

 

 Reprinted in G. John Ikenberry and Peter Trubowitz, ed., American Foreign Policy: 

Theoretical Essays (Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 2014). 

  

Seth Johnston, Dan Reiter, John Schuessler, and Richard Ned Lebow, “Are Democracies 

Aggressive? Is the United States Aggressive? An Exchange,” St. Antony’s International Review 

7, no. 1 (2011): 166-188. 

 

 A forum on Richard Ned Lebow, “Aggressive Democracies,” St. Antony’s International 

Review 6, no. 2 (2011): 120-133.  

 

“Should Realism Return to its Roots? A Review Essay,” International Studies Review, Vol. 12, 

No. 4 (December 2010), pp. 583-589. 

  

“Correspondence: FDR, U.S. Entry into World War II, and Selection Effects Theory,” 

International Security, Vol. 35, No. 2 (Fall 2010), pp. 176-185. 

 

 Dan Reiter’s letter concerning my article, “The Deception Dividend,” and my reply 

 

“The Deception Dividend: FDR’s Undeclared War,” International Security, Vol. 34, No. 4 

(Spring 2010), pp. 133-165. 

 

 Reprinted in Michael E. Brown, Owen R. Cote, Sean M. Lynn-Jones, and Steven E. 

Miller, eds., Do Democracies Win Their Wars? (Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 2011). 

  

“Absorbing the First Blow: Truman and the Cold War,” White House Studies, Vol. 9, No. 3 

(2009), pp. 215-232.   

 

 Reprinted in Anthony J. Eksterowicz and Glenn P. Hastedt, eds., Presidents and War 

(New York: Nova Science Publishers, 2010). 

 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS (BOOK REVIEWS AND COMMENTARY)   

 

https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/SSQ/documents/Volume-13_Issue-3/Schuessler.pdf
https://cup.columbia.edu/book/chaos-in-the-liberal-order/9780231188357
https://cup.columbia.edu/book/chaos-in-the-liberal-order/9780231188357
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/realist-foreign-policy-for-the-united-states/AF0AF37406D1D2D297B815752AA95FBE
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26227193?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26227193?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/40931359?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/pdf/10.1162/ISEC_c_00017
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/pdf/10.1162/isec.2010.34.4.133
http://eds.a.ebscohost.com/eds/detail/detail?vid=0&sid=18423eb0-3277-4cff-8708-a98266691428%40sessionmgr4010&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWRzLWxpdmU%3d#AN=55028363&db=31h
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“Review of Anne van Wijk, ‘Transatlantic Relations in the Run-Up To Pearl Harbor: The Dutch 

East Indies at Stake,’ Journal of Transatlantic Studies 17 (September 2019): 370-391,” H-Diplo 

Article Review 970 (August 2020). 

 

“Review of Austin Carson, Secret Wars: Covert Conflict in International Politics,” H-

Diplo│ISSF Roundtable, Vol. 11, No. 18 (June 2020), pp. 6-9. 

 

“Democracy, War, and American Grand Strategy,” Review of Sarah Kreps, Taxing Wars: The 

American Way of War Finance and the Decline of Democracy (Oxford, UK: Oxford University 

Press, 2018), Texas National Security Review, Published online January 29, 2019.  

 

“Making Grand Strategy Grand Again” (with Joshua Shifrinson), The National Interest Online, 

July 25, 2018. 

 

 Capsule summary included in “What Good is Grand Strategy? A Whiteboard,” War 

Room/United States Army War College, March 26, 2020.  

 

“Review of David A. Baldwin, Power and International Relations: A Conceptual Approach,” 

The Review of Politics, Vol. 79, No. 4 (Fall 2017), pp. 743-745. 

 

“Author’s Response,” H-Diplo/ISSF Roundtable on Deceit on the Road to War: Presidents, 

Politics, and American Democracy, Vol. 9, No. 21 (July 2017), pp. 19-23.   

 

“Why Does Donald Trump Have So Much Trouble with the Truth?” H-Diplo│ISSF Policy 

Series, “America and the World – 2017 and Beyond” (February 2017), pp. 1-6.  

 

“Review of Christopher J. Fettweis, The Pathologies of Power: Fear, Honor, Glory and Hubris 

in U.S. Foreign Policy,” H-Diplo│ISSF Roundtable, Vol. 7, No. 14 (March 2015), pp. 13-17. 

 

“Democracy, Deception, and IR Theory,” H-Diplo│ISSF Roundtable, Vol. 5, No. 4 (May 2013), 

pp. 45-47. 

 

“Review of Risa A. Brooks, Shaping Strategy: The Civil-Military Politics of Strategic 

Assessment,” Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol. 35, No. 2 (April 2012), pp. 278-281. 

 

WORKS IN PROGRESS 
 

“An Ambivalent Offshore Balancer, At Best,” book manuscript 

 

“The Insular Advantage,” article manuscript co-authored with Joshua Shifrinson and David 

Blagden 

 

“The Berlin Airlift and the Making of the Cold War,” edited volume with Adam Seipp and 

Thomas Sullivan 

  

FELLOWSHIPS AND HONORS 

https://issforum.org/reviews/PDF/AR970.pdf
https://issforum.org/roundtables/11-18-secret
https://tnsr.org/roundtable/book-review-roundtable-how-are-americas-wars-financed/
https://nationalinterest.org/feature/making-grand-strategy-grand-again-26796
https://warroom.armywarcollege.edu/special-series/whiteboard/wb13-grand-strategy/
https://issforum.org/roundtables/9-21-deceit
https://issforum.org/roundtables/policy/1-5r-truth
https://issforum.org/roundtables/7-14-pathologies-of-power
https://issforum.org/roundtables/5-4-democracy-deception-war
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Award for Meritorious Civilian Service, Department of the Air Force, 2016 

 

Award for Teaching Excellence, Air War College, 2016 

 

Award for Lecturing Excellence, Air War College, 2014 

 

Air Education and Training Command Educator of the Year Nominee, Air War College, 2013 

 

General Muir S. Fairchild Educational Achievement Award Nominee, Air War College, 2012 

 

Pre-doctoral Fellowship, International Security Program, Belfer Center for Science and 

International Affairs, Harvard University, 2006-2007 

 

Dwight D. Eisenhower/Clifford Roberts Graduate Fellowship, The Eisenhower Institute, 2006-

2007 

 

Grodzins Prize Lectureship, University of Chicago, Fall 2004 

 

Century Fellowship, University of Chicago, 2000-2004 

 

INVITED PRESENTATIONS 

 

Invited Speaker, The Notre Dame International Security Center, University of Notre Dame, 

March 2020  

 

Invited Panelist, “The Next Phase in the Restraint Debate,” Albritton Center for Grand Strategy, 

Bush School of Government and Public Service, Texas A&M University, February 2020 

 

Keynote Address, Restraint and National Security Conference, Clements Center for National 

Security, The University of Texas at Austin, February 2020 

 

Invited Participant, The Future of America’s Global Role: A Debate, The George W. Bush 

Institute, Southern Methodist University, May 2018 

 

Invited Speaker, Security Workshop Series, Institute for Security and Conflict Studies, The 

Elliott School of International Affairs, George Washington University, January 2018 

 

Invited Panelist, Understanding American Liberty and American Interests in the 21st Century, 

Institute for Humane Studies Policy Seminar, San Francisco, CA, August 2017 

 

Guest Lecturer, National Security and Decision-Making Course, Air War College, December 

2016 

 

Invited Panelist, Commanding the Commons in the Early 21st Century, Bush School of 

Government and Public Service, Texas A&M University, November 2016 

 

https://www.brookings.edu/events/the-future-of-americas-global-role-a-debate/
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Invited Talk, Department of International Affairs, Bush School of Government and Public 

Service, Texas A&M University, February 2016  

 

Book Forum, Cato Institute, Washington, DC, December 2015 

 

Invited Speaker, The Notre Dame International Security Program, University of Notre Dame, 

February 2014 

 

Invited Speaker, Security Workshop Series, Institute for Security and Conflict Studies, The 

Elliott School of International Affairs, George Washington University, December 2010 

 

Invited Speaker, The Notre Dame International Security Program, University of Notre Dame, 

January 2010 

 

International Security Brown Bag Seminar, Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, 

Harvard University, April 2007 

 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
 

American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2008, 2010, 2013, 

2014, 2016, 2018 

 

International Studies Association Annual Meeting, 2004, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2015, 2016, 2018 

 

Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting, 2004 

 

OTHER CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION 

 

Discussant, Panel on “Geography and Strategy: Regions, Balances, Terrains,” 2019 Annual 

Meeting of the International Studies Association, Toronto, CA 

 

Participant, Roundtable, “How Democratic is American Foreign Policy?  How Democratic 

Should It Be?”; Participant, Roundtable, “Austin Carson’s Secret Wars: Covert Conflict in 

International Politics,” 2018 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, 

Boston, MA  

 

Program Co-Chair, International Security, 2018 Annual Meeting of the American Political 

Science Association, Boston, MA  

 

Participant, “Roundtable Honoring Foreign Policy Section Distinguished Scholar Robert Jervis”; 

Discussant, Panel on “Great Power Politics and Grand Strategy: Bridging Theory, History, and 

Practice,” 2016 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, PH  

 

Chair and Discussant, Panel on “Propaganda, Race, Secrets, and War,” 2016 Annual Meeting of 

the International Studies Association, Atlanta, GA 

 

https://www.cato.org/events/deceit-road-war-presidents-politics-american-democracy
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Chair and Discussant, Panel on “Diverse Approaches to Nuclear Proliferation”; Chair and Co-

Discussant, “Grand Strategy of Global and Regional Powers,” 2015 Annual Meeting of the 

American Political Science Association, San Francisco, CA 

 

Program Chair, Foreign Policy Section, 2014 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science 

Association, Washington, DC 

 

Discussant, Panel on “Whither American Influence? Power, Order, and the Future of World 

Politics,” 2014 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington, DC 

 

Chair, Panel on “How Reputation Matters in International Security”; Discussant, Panel on 

“Theories and Realities of Grand Strategy,” 2013 Annual Meeting of the International Studies 

Association, San Francisco, CA 

 

Chair, Panel on “Secrecy and World Politics”; Discussant, Panel on the “Alliance Politics of 

Cohesion and Division,” 2012 Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association, San 

Diego, CA 

 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

 

Contributing Editor, Strategic Studies Quarterly, 2015-2016 

 

Chair, Foreign Policy Section, American Political Science Association, 2014-2015  

 

Invited panelist, Summer Institute in American Foreign Policy, Williams College, 2012-2013 

 

Participant, Institute on Qualitative Methods, Arizona State University, January 2003 

 

Participant, Summer Workshop on the Analysis of Military Operations and Strategy 

(SWAMOS), Cornell University, July 2002 

 

External Reviewer, Columbia University Press, Cornell University Press, International Politics, 

International Security, International Studies Quarterly, International Theory, Journal of Conflict 

Resolution, Journal of Global Security Studies, Security Studies, and St. Antony’s International 

Review  

 

Member, American Political Science Association, International Studies Association 

 

RESEARCH AND TEACHING 

 

Interests: international relations, security studies, democracy and war, American grand strategy, 

diplomatic history  

 

REFERENCES 
 



 

 

 

7  

 

John J. Mearsheimer, Department of Political Science, University of Chicago, 5828 S. University 

Avenue, Chicago, IL 60637, (773) 702-8667, j-mearsheimer@uchicago.edu 

 

Charles L. Glaser, Elliott School of International Affairs and Department of Political Science, 

George Washington University, 1957 E Street, NW Suite 605, Washington, DC 20052, (202) 

994-8193, cglaser@gwu.edu 

 

mailto:j-mearsheimer@uchicago.edu

